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Responsible men should learn from my very bitter experience
not to believe generally what the reporters state. The recent report
about my attitude to missions was an unconscious misrepresenta-
tion, for I got to know the source and the reporter in question. I
was tired out at the time and was having exercise early in the
morning. The reporter walked with me and bombarded me with
questions. He did not take any notes and we spoke on a variety of
topics. When I saw the criticisms and innuendoes, I realized at
once that I had to suffer in consequence of what the reporter
wrote, even though he was friendly-

I speak as a public worker and as an amateur journalist of
thirty years standing. I know the difficulty of telling the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth and the great difficulty of
doing justice to your opponents and the greater difficulty of hand-
ling facts. Do not believe generally what the reporters say about
me. If you have doubt about their statements send them to me
and ask me about them. I have had letters from all parts of India
and from England and the U.S.A. asking me if it was true that I
would prohibit all missionary enterprise and especially prosely-
tizing What I meant was just the contrary.

I cannot stand for any kind of compulsion. Any suggestion
that I should want legislation to prohibit missionary enterprise
or to interfere with the beliefs of other people is unthinkable.

The idea of converting people to one's faith by speech and
writings, by appeal to reason and emotion and by suggesting that
the faith of his forefathers is a bad faith, in my opinion, limits the
possibilities of serving humanity. I believe that the great religions of
the world are all more or less true and that they have descended to
us from God. Having come to us, however, through human media,
they have become adulterated Holding this belief, I hold also
that no religion is absolutely perfect In the bosom of God there
is nothing imperfect, but immediately it comes through a human
medium, it constantly suffers change and deterioration. The seeker
after truth most humbly recognizes this possibility. I have found
that the progress of truth is impeded by the spoken word which
is the limitation of thought, for no man has been able to give
the fullest expression in words to thought The very nature of
thought is limitless and boundless.

A man of prayer believes that God works in a mysterious way

and wants the whole world to possess the truth he himself has seen.

He would simply pray for it to be shared.   It passes, it takes wing.

Shall I use a simile of which I am never tired and which you

will forgive. Religion is like a rose.   It throws out the scent which